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Carquefou, 27 April 2021 
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Initial works get underway to equip 179,000 premises within four years 

Objective of fully rolling out the fibre 
optic network by 2025: 

FIBRE44 gets works underway 
 

The Département of Loire-Atlantique is setting out to bridge the digital divide across its different 
regions over the coming years. As part of a public service delegation, it has chosen the consortium 
headed up by Axione, working in partnership with Vauban, to strive towards achieving the goal of fully 
rolling out the fibre optic network by 2025. 

FIBRE44, a company founded by the Axione Group, Vauban Infrastructure Partners and the Banque des 
Territoires, is therefore getting underway with initial work to deliver a fibre-optic network to all 
residents in Loire-Atlantique still not covered, who live outside of the major urban areas of Nantes, 
Saint-Nazaire and the Guérande Peninsula. 

The project has a twofold objective of: 

➔ Building and operating 179,000 connections within four years, on top of the fibre-optic 
connections already live in the Département. 

➔ Before 2027, taking over all of the infrastructure that has been already rolled out 

(approximately 290,000 connections in total) and overseeing technical and commercial 
operations over them until 2050. 

This work will be completed solely using funding from FIBRE44 owners (Axione, Vauban and Banque des 
Territoires), and from banking partners (Caisse d’Epargne Bretagne Pays de Loire, Natixis, Société 
Générale and the CIC), in the form of long-term loans. 

At the end of 30-year public service delegation, the Département will own the entire network. 

 

 

The roll-out schedule is available for you to access online 

You can take a look at the timetable for rolling out this service numerique.loire-atlantique.fr. 

mailto:n.maisonneuve@axione.fr
mailto:j.soors@axione.fr
mailto:marie-line.brunelliere@caissedesdepots.fr
https://numerique.loire-atlantique.fr/jcms/etes-vous-eligible-/suis-je-eligible-au-haut-tres-haut-debit-fr-rp1_59160
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This up-to-date website will provide users, businesses and communities with information about when the 
fibre-optic network will reach their address and will give them a platform to check how the works are 
progressing. 

The reverse-planning schedule in place will equip the département’s premises at a rate of: 

 

 End of 2022 End of 2023 End of 2024 By 2025 

Number of 
premises 
equipped with 
fibre optic 

48,000 108,000 166,000 179,000 

 

 

 

 

By the end of 2023, the envisioned roll-out priorities will principally make it possible to: 

➔ Finish rolling out the fibre-optic network in the 60 municipalities covered by the current first 
phase. 

➔ Cover business zones which are not already connected. 

➔ Enhance the coverage in the main urban centres in Loire-Atlantique. 
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Initial works are underway 

The works got underway during April in the southern region of the département, covering the communes 
of La Haye-Fouassière, Aigrefeuille-sur-Maine and Château-Thébaud. 

The roll-out is also continuing in the communes of Divatte-sur-Loire, Le Loroux-Bottereau and Saint-Julien-
de-Concelles, which will be some of the first communes to be fully equipped by 2022.  

In northern Pays de la Loire, Marsac-sur-Don, Abbaretz, Puceul and La Grigonnais will be some of the first 
communes to be upgraded under this new fibre-optic roll-out. 

 

A major works project that will create new jobs and will bring new workers into the 
industry  

More than 500 jobs will be created for this huge construction project to build the network and connect 
housing to it. Some of the team involved in rolling out the network have recently set up at a new site in 
Carquefou.   

With the roll-out of the Loire-Atlantique public network, FIBRE 44 is playing an active role in boosting local 
labour-market integration by setting up comprehensive initiatives that combine partnerships with local 
structures, worksite visits, job dating and pathways to professional integration that are tailored to suit each 
employed applicant. 

An objective of 250,000 hours of job placements and training has been set out for this reason. 

 

A few words... 

Philippe Grosvalet, Président of Loire-Atlantique Département:  

“Fibre optic will enable everyone to identify how they use the internet and to choose suitable services in 
order to coordinate and enhance their daily lives and their professional work, such as for healthcare, culture, 
education, discussions and sharing.  

Unfortunately, the health crisis has thrown the spotlight on the digital divide experienced by some residents. 
In order to provide equal access to superfast broadband in both city centres and rural areas for craftspeople, 
freelancers, business owners, labourers, farmers, private individuals, pensioners and more, the 
Département is committed to rolling out the fibre-optic network in Loire-Atlantique, with the objective of it 
covering the entire region by 2025.  

The start of the works undertaken by FIBRE44 is therefore another important step in this major project 
launched by the Département.” 

 

Eric Jammaron, Deputy CEO at Axione: 

“Axione is driven by a firm belief that the professional work of digital developers does not end with the roll-
out of the network infrastructure. There is also a need to be a rich source of ideas, make innovation a 
priority and get involved in the creation of a genuine local development dynamic. In order to do this, we 
hope to help to improve Loire-Atlantique’s appeal by building a network that will establish the required 
foundations for developing local innovative solutions.”  

 

Jean-François Sourisseau, FIBRE 44 chairman: 

“Through the project to roll out fibre optic across the Loire-Atlantique region, we’re helping to stimulate 
hiring, training and skills development.” 
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Gwenola Chambon, Vauban Infrastructure Partners Chief Executive:  

“Digital technology has become an essential piece of infrastructure for regions. Vauban is specifically 
working to direct long-term resources so that they are invested in pieces of infrastructure that will act as 
vehicles for long-term development in regions. The start of the initial works for this second phase in the 
Département of Loire-Atlantique is a key step in transforming Vauban’s commitments to the region into 
tangible infrastructure that will benefit everyone.” 

 

Philippe Jusserand, regional director of the Banque des Territoires confirmed:  

“The Banque des Territoire is teaming up with its long-term partners, Axione and Vauban Infrastructure 
Partners, in order to invest in rolling out fibre optic in Loire-Atlantique. It is fully committed to bridging the 
digital divide across the region: Fibre44 has become the 27th public initiative network supported by the 
Banque des Territoires in France, and the forth in the Pays-de-la-Loire region.  
It is a key project which will help to not only bring superfast broadband to rural or marginalised urban areas, 
but also effectively boost employment, integration and, ultimately, the local economy.”  

 

About FIBRE44 

Fibre44, an Axione subsidiary, has been chosen by the Département for a 30-year public service delegation contract. 
Fibre44 will be tasked with building and marketing 180,000 connections and will be responsible for operating and 
maintaining the entire area of the fibre-optic public initiative network. 

 

About Axione 

Axione, which stands at the forefront of transforming regions and organisations through digital infrastructure, has based 
its business proposal on its ability to seamlessly design, build, finance and operate next-generation digital 
infrastructure, so that all residents can equally benefit from access, digital technology and innovation. Along with its 
owners Bouygues Energies & Services and Vauban Infrastructure Partners, Axione is pursuing growth by providing its 
public and private customers with innovative solutions, making digital technology a sustainable tool for their projects 
and policies. 

 

About Vauban  

Vauban Infrastructure Partners (“Vauban”) is a management company within the BPCE Group focussing on 
infrastructure investments. Vauban operates in 4 sectors on the European market (digital infrastructure, mobility, the 
energy transition and social infrastructure), making flagship investments, such as Oc'via - Contournement Nîmes-
Montpellier, the Ministry of Defence in Balard, the Nord Pas superfast broadband network in Calais and Cityfast. 
Vauban’s strategic positioning is based on a long-term investment strategy aimed towards long-term returns and strong 
commitments towards all stakeholders. The Vauban team is made up of 40 professionals working together for ten 
years. Vauban now manages more than EUR 4 billion from over 40 investors through six infrastructure funds and has 
made 60 investments in more than ten countries.   

 

About Banque des Territoires 

Created in 2018, Banque des Territoires is one of the five divisions of Caisse des Dépôts, a French public sector 
financial institution. It gathers internal expertise for regions under the same structure. A single customer gateway, it 
proposes bespoke advice and financing solutions in loans and investments to meet the needs of local authorities, social 
housing bodies, local public enterprises and the legal profession. It serves all regions, from rural areas to urban 
conurbations, with the ambition of combating social inequalities and regional divides. Banque des Territoires operates 
through 16 regional departments and 35 local offices of Caisse des Dépôts in order to better identify with customers 
and be closer to them. 

For more attractive, inclusive, sustainable and connected regions. www.banquedesterritoires.fr   

@BanqueDesTerritoires 

http://www.banquedesterritoires.fr/
https://twitter.com/BanqueDesTerr?lang=fr

